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Movement for Justice and Jobs Now! 
“We Will Work Where We Live” 

  
This past September revered business leader and elder, Edward Gardner, angered by a lack of 

African American workers at the 95th & Western construction site, challenged the Black community 

to rise up, fight back and demand jobs and justice. More than 1,000 people representing a cross-

section of the African American community hit the streets in response to his call.  

 

Currently numerous groups are developing strategic plans to put more African Americans to work in 

Chicago’s booming construction industry. A community-wide meeting will be held Saturday, 

January 12 at 2:00 p.m.--New Pilgrim Baptist Church, 4301 W. Washington-- to address this 

issue. Mr. Gardner will be in attendance and will speak to the community.  Community leaders 

and activists will update the community on key developments since September. 

 

African Americans in Chicago and nationwide suffer from runaway unemployment and 

underemployment. This undeniable economic reality fuels rampant violence in our communities, 

inadequate health care, and inferior schools. These realities prevent our children from having access 

to opportunities making them ready to compete in the 21st century. These are examples of city, 

county, state and federal oppressions that cause the failure to provide citizens the basic necessities of 

life. 

 

The result? While some of our children kill each other; the majority are fed into the prison-industrial 

complex, the equivalent of modern-day Jim Crow. 

 

The Movement for Justice and Jobs Now will no longer tolerate these conditions. We are moving 

from meetings to action. We are not asking city, county, state, federal and union officials for 

economic justice; we demand it. 

 

New construction projects are currently being built citywide - new big box stores, airport expansions, 

public transit and public housing renovations… We demand that African Americans be hired, 

immediately, or face the consequences oppression produces. 

 

 We won’t spend where we can’t work 

 Politicians who ignore us now, will be ignored later 

 Everybody works, or nobody works  
 

The African American community has been asleep at the wheel. The awakening is upon us and we 

will transform our communities. Our self-respect and collective destiny call out for action NOW. See 

you on Saturday, January 12 at 2:00 p.m.  


