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***** Essential Reading, June 5, 2013  

By Tom Guglielmo - See all my reviews 

This review is from: Two Steps From Glory: A World War II Liaison Pilot Confronts Jim Crow and the 

Enemy in the South Pacific (Perfect Paperback)  

Welton Taylor's TWO STEPS FROM GLORY is an outstanding and important book. With wit, 

irony, and unflinching honesty, Taylor recounts his days as a talented, young African-

American pilot during World War II -- his courageous battles not simply against the Japanese, 

but also against the quotidien cruelties and indignities of America's Jim Crow army. At a time 

when many blockbuster movies, bestselling books, and even the glistening, granite memorial 

on the Mall in Washington whitewash World War II history -- in the double sense of sanitizing 

this history and ignoring people of color's central place in it -- TWO STEPS FROM GLORY is 

essential reading.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

***** Great Book/Great Read, June 10, 2013  

By William - See all my reviews 

This review is from: Two Steps From Glory: A World War II Liaison Pilot Confronts Jim Crow and the 

Enemy in the South Pacific (Perfect Paperback)  

Many books about civil rights abuses are difficult or depressing to read. But "Two Steps from 

Glory" was neither. I was in fact hooked on the book after reading its first chapter. In my 

opinion, Dr. Taylor did an exceptional job of weaving together an insightful narrative about 

humanity, injustice, compassion, survival, and serendipitous justice. "Two Steps from Glory" 

is a book that will be difficult to put down.  

William Price Curtis, Oklahoma City, OK  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

***** Great Storytelling, May 13, 2013  

By Carol Roddy - See all my reviews 

This review is from: Two Steps From Glory: A World War II Liaison Pilot Confronts Jim Crow and the 

Enemy in the South Pacific (Kindle Edition)  

Dr. Welton Taylor is a born story teller. He puts a scientist's attention to detail and respect for 

accuracy, a passionate pilot's love of flying, and wry insight to work telling vivid stories of his 

experiences from his childhood and college in Illinois, through life in a segregated, racist U.S. 

Army in World War II, to his return from the war. 

 

Fans of MASH or South Pacific will recognize some of the situations Taylor found himself in, 

but that won't prepare them for his unique view of life in a unit trained for war but kept 

behind the lines due to prejudice and ingrained bigotry... His stories of what he called the 

"civil war" are unblinking, tempered with humor, but always blunt. 

 

Taylor went on to become a highly regarded scientist whose work in industry and medicine 

and…both the CDC and World Health Organization brought him great recognition. His love for 

his family and friends, for his L-bird, and for the time he had flying, however, resonate from 

the pages of this book.  

___________________________________________________________________ 
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***** Excellent Read, April 12, 2013  

By jasanan - See all my reviews 

This review is from: Two Steps From Glory: A World War II Liaison Pilot Confronts Jim Crow and the 

Enemy in the South Pacific (Perfect Paperback)  

Two Steps from Glory succeeds on several levels. It is a fast moving action story filled with 

the antics of a boy becoming an accomplished man. It is a story of how intelligence, curiosity 

and unlimited dreams can overcome ignorance, racist dogma, and suppression. It portrays 

America's role in World War II from the perspective of an African American soldier who fulfills 

his dream to become a pilot. The story telling is fresh, witty, often funny, heart-rending and 

ultimately inspirational. This book should be on the list of required reading of American 

history.  

_________________________________________________________________ 

***** A Must Read, September 2, 2012  

By Allan Vagner (CHICAGO, IL, US) - See all my reviews 

This review is from: Two Steps From Glory: A World War II Liaison Pilot Confronts Jim Crow and the 

Enemy in the South Pacific (Perfect Paperback)  

Welton Taylor's reminiscences of fighting simultaneously both World War II and the "civil war" 

against racism in America and the military could easily have been an angry polemic. Instead, 

Dr. Taylor's book is uplifting, suspenseful, and humorous…. The story moves along at a pace 

that grabs hold of you and keeps you tightly in its grip. You feel you are there with Welton in 

all his adventures and misadventures, set-backs and triumphs during the difficult years of 

WWII, particularly for African-Americans. 

 

History is often dismissed by the young because there is no back story to which they can 

relate. This story reminds us that history is lives lived, and Welton Taylor's should be an 

inspiration to all. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

***** Great Historical Read about a Real WWII Hero, July 21, 2012  

By Sam Fox One (Chicago, IL USA) - See all my reviews 

This review is from: Two Steps From Glory: A World War II Liaison Pilot Confronts Jim Crow and the 

Enemy in the South Pacific (Kindle Edition)  

I thoroughly enjoyed reading "Two Steps from Glory” from beginning to end. As a fellow 

member of the Chicago Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen, I've heard Welton speak so 

eloquently many times since we first met years ago, and always wondered if his book would 

be equally as informative and entertaining. And it certainly is! 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

***** An excellent bit of uncommon history, September 1, 2012  

By VideoBob - See all my reviews 

This review is from: Two Steps From Glory: A World War II Liaison Pilot Confronts Jim Crow and the 

Enemy in the South Pacific (Perfect Paperback)  

What a wonderful read! I have read dozens of individual accounts from WWII, but none I 

enjoyed more. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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