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WORLD WAR II VETERAN FROM CHICAGO 

CANDIDLY EXPOSES THE U.S. ARMY’S RACIST PAST 
 

Dr. Welton I. Taylor’s revealing history and memoir, Two Steps from Glory, is available in 

print at Amazon.com and as an e-book for Kindle, Nook, iPad, and more. 
 

CHICAGO, IL (August 22, 2013) —What happens when a million young African Americans enlist in the 

U.S. Army expecting to defend their country, then discover that the Army really doesn’t want them and 

won’t let them fight?  
 

Chicago native and former U.S. Army Field Artillery liaison pilot, Maj. Welton I. Taylor, answers that 

question and more with the release of his long-awaited memoir, Two Steps from Glory, a richly detailed, 

eye-opening account of black soldiers’ struggles in the Jim Crow U.S. Army during World War II.  
 

Few black veterans have written so openly about the humiliations and indignities suffered at the hands of 

fellow Americans, but Taylor exposes the ongoing racial confrontations on U.S. Army bases, the violence 

perpetrated against black soldiers by local sheriffs and U.S. Military Police, and the U.S. Army’s obsession 

with barring black officers from commanding white troops, no matter the cost on the battlefield or the cost 

to the Allied war effort as a whole.   
 

Taylor trained on Army posts from Oklahoma and Michigan to California and Tennessee before deploying 

to the South Pacific with the 93
rd

 Infantry Division, one of only two all-black divisions fielded during the 

war. A lanky kid from Chicago’s South Side with a passion for flying, he served in the jungles of 

Guadalcanal, Morotai, and New Guinea with many young blacks from Chicago, some of whom would rise 

to prominence after the war: Judge George N. Leighton, Dr. Phillip Williams, businessman Edward Wimp, 

and radio personality Sam Evans. Taylor weaves their stories and those of many others in with his own, 

opening a window into the lives of black Chicagoans at a defining moment in their nation’s history.  
 

Readers will find Two Steps from Glory to be both entertaining and informative. But thanks to the 

Foreword by Marcus H. Ray, Jr., son of Taylor’s former commanding officer and fellow Chicagoan, 

Colonel Marcus H. Ray, they will also discover African Americans’ 200-year long battle for equality in the 

U.S. military and learn that the civil rights struggle started decades before Rosa Parks sat down on a 

Montgomery, Alabama, bus.    
 

Welton I. Taylor obtained his B.A. degree and his commission as an officer in the U.S. Army Field Artillery 

from the University of Illinois in 1941 then returned to the U. of I. in 1945 to get his M.S. and Ph.D. in 

bacteriology on the G.I. bill. He became a world-renowned food microbiologist after the war and spent 

many years as a civil rights activist in his Chicago community of Chatham. In 2005, he joined Chicago’s 

“DODO” chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. and returned to his lifelong passion: flying. From then until 

his death on November 1, 2012, just eleven days shy of his 93
rd

 birthday, he helped fellow pilots introduce 

inner-city children to the joys and challenges of flight and spoke to scores of civic, corporate, and academic 

groups on the triumphs and frustrations of the Tuskegee Airmen and other black heroes of World War II. 
 

Two Steps from Glory was edited by Dr. Taylor’s daughter, Karyn J. Taylor, a Strategic Communications 

Consultant and former award-winning Producer/Director/Writer for CBS News’ 60 Minutes, ABC News’ 

Closeup and 20/20, PBS’ Frontline, and more.  
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