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50 Years Later, We Must Commit to Staying on the Battlefield in the War on 
Poverty 

50 years ago President Lyndon B. Johnson articulated a vision for America. It was a vision 
that asserted that the United States could never be as great as it could be until it 

addressed the needs of its most vulnerable population – those living in poverty. Far too 
many did not have the opportunity to realize the American dream. In LBJ’s words, "Some 
because of their poverty, and some because of their color, and all too many because of 

both.” It was this fact that prompted the “unconditional war on poverty in America.”   

50 years later, not only is it time to reflect on the War on Poverty, but more importantly, 
it’s time to re-double our efforts. This requires an honest assessment of both policy and 
leadership. Good anti-poverty policy requires, first, the humanization of those living in 

poverty and a commitment to equity. This ensures access to opportunities that allow those 
in poverty to scale the ladder of socioeconomic mobility. 

For African Americans, it means pushing an agenda of investment in our most challenged 
communities, including job creation, supporting small businesses and entrepreneurs, and 

advocating for high quality educational institutions that prepare individuals for both college 
and career success. 

For African American leadership, it means we must re-double our efforts to tangibly 
advocate for the aforementioned policies through, not only conversations about the issues 

our communities face, but leveraging our subject matter experts to develop strategic policy 
initiatives for implementation. Anti-poverty strategy is not theoretical. It takes very 

intentional advocacy and intentional policy development by those in positions of influence 
to move the needle. We must constantly seek to revise our methods and strategies as well 
as incorporate new and innovative voices in the discourse to ensure the best and most 

effective strategies are in place to benefit our communities. 

Finally, we must stay true to the “unconditional” nature of this war, for it is not contingent 

on winning a few battles - success stories here and there. The War on Poverty is a societal 
testament to the fact that so long as there are those that suffer because of the 

circumstances into which they were born, so long as individuals and families fall through 
the cracks of society’s systems - many times through no fault of their own, and so long as 

we are committed to the notion that all human beings deserve an opportunity to live to 
their highest potential; we declare that, even if we ourselves never see that day, we will 
stay on the battle field until the war is won.  


